LOST & FOUND PET SITES
 

Some of the sites below only cater to dogs or to cats, but many of them are for all pets.

 

Amber Alert for Pets

http://www.amberalertforpets.com/arealostfound.htm

 

Animal Home Lost Dog Service

http://www.animalhome.com/lostdog.htm

 

AWOL Pets

http://www.awolpet.com/foundpetslisting.asp

 

Craigslist

http://craigslist.org

Post at least every few days, a photo is good. If it isn’t on the first page, it’s gone, Start fresh with each post. Don’t title one, then post a previous post as a link – it will be gone.  DON’T be coy with the title, like saying “please help” – go for the gold: “LOST Labrador – REWARD”.

 

Dog Detective

http://dogdetective.com/

(note: "View Dog Directory" below yellow/green bar, right, for searching by breed or by state)

 

FidoFinder

http://www.fidofinder.com/found-dogs.php

 

Flealess Market Lost Pets International

http://www.flealess.org/lostpets/

 

Internet Lost & Found

http://web1.lostandfound.com/

 

K9 Amber Alert (Yahoo Groups, may have join - free)

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/K9AmberAlert/

(You can sign up to get notices via email as they come in.)

 

Lost & Pound

http://lostandpound.com/

 

Lost Pets SOS

http://www.lostpetsos.org/index.php

 

Missing Pet Network (USDA)

http://www.lostpetsos.org/index.php

(Please note that listings are by TOWN first, then by date -- very awkward for a large area)

Click on State Name, then Browse Listings to look; Click on MPN State to post a notice

 

PetFinder  (they only hold a post for two weeks, then you’ll have to repost)

http://www.petfinder.com/classifieds/classifiedhop.html

            (note: this is NOT the rip-off outfit called Petfinders Alert, which just steals your money)

 

Quality Dogs Lost & Found

http://www.qualitydogs.com/lostfound.asp?filter=breed&value=BLGS

 

TerrificPets, lost & found 

http://www.terrificpets.com/missing_dogs/

 

Telephone Pole, Los Angeles & surrounding areas only

http://telephonepole.net/

 CAT SITES
 


Tabby Tracker

http://www.tabbytracker.com/

 

Parrot Lost & Found:

http://www.parrotsnow.com/lostandfound.html

 

TIPS FOR SEARCHING 

 
BREED: There are perfectly nice people who are willing to help, but they don’t know anything about dog breeds, except very common ones.  Tell what it is, then describe it.  If the breed has more than one name, put down all of them. Some people still know the Borzoi as a Russian Wolfhound.  Some people aren’t familiar with all the breeds, so give an additional description (i.e.,“tall, slim like a Greyhound, mostly a short coat, but longer hair on the ears, belly, tail and fringes on the backs of the legs”)

 

If it’s an uncommon breed, tell what it looks like, possibly referencing a much more common breed. “A Havanese??? Isn’t that some kind of cat? Oh, this cute little cockapoo is one?”  A Belgian Tervuren looks like a Shepherd/Collie mix to most people.

 

NO ACRONYMS!  Forget the abbreviations that don’t mean anything to most people.  No pb, ACD, GSD, ESS, WCP.  

 

Mutts and mixed breeds:  If it’s a mix, call it what it looks like, not what someone told you it was.  If you think your dog is a Chihuahua, but it looks like a Yorkie/Poodle mix, SAY SO.  Ego has no place here.

 

Color:  Indicate color without jargon. YOU know it’s tri-color or sable, but to many people it’s just mostly black with a little brown on the face and ankles with white chest and feet, or goldy-brown. It’s not mahogany, it’s red. Keep it simple.

 

Sex:  Believe it or not, many people don’t know how to determine if a dog is male or female. I’ve known people who thought a neutered male was a female (“Well, there aren’t any balls!”).  Keep this in mind when you’re searching the Found sections.

 

Age: keep it simple:  6 weeks, 3 months, 5 years, grey on muzzle, arthritis, can barely walk. “Four months”, not “eighteen weeks”.

 

Size:  Approximate size can be useful. “Large” means a medium Lab to some people, a St. Bernard to others. “About 10” at top of shoulder but only weighs 12 lbs, very slim” says it all.

 

Where pet was lost: If you’re posting nationally and live in a smaller town, tell what direction you are from the nearest main city 

 

Forget useless information, like collar and tags (they could have come off), their name (my dog is deaf to strangers calling her name), purebred, championship status, games they like to play, most personality traits, and details on how they came to be lost are usually worthless, but some can be useful in a phone or email conversation to help identify the dog. Want to advertise that your champion show dog is worth $20,000? That’s stupid. Don’t entice someone into an extortion plot that can go bad. 

 

ALWAYS Hold something back!  The way to determine if someone really has your dog is to keep one or two special bits of information to yourself. Don’t EVER post the microchip number, the fact that the dog only has 3 toes on the back foot, or the tip of the tail has no hair. YOU ask THEM if the dog they found has anything different with the back feet, and see what they say.

 

Photos:  Take some decent photos of your dog before he gets lost. Take it from the dog’s head level, not aiming down at him from above. Odd photo angles distort the look of the dog.  If the dog is small, put it on a chair or table, and have someone hold the leash. Don’t take a photo of a black dog in shade or indoors. Don’t put a white dog in front of a white wall. 

 

Never assume that your pet is still in your neighborhood, town or even the state.  Dogs get stolen and sold.  They get picked up as unwanted strays and given to a girlfriend who turns them loose, or found as strays and re-homed.  They get picked up by young people and dumped miles away as a “game”.  Some people won’t advertise, because they want the owner to advertise; not advertising means (to them) that you don’t care, so they keep the dog.  Keep looking.  Stolen dogs have been known to escape.

 

Stolen dogs are often sold.  Check the “Dogs for Sale” ads. If you think one might be yours, play dumb, hesitant about getting a dog.  Don’t be a fool and play Mr. Blustering Macho.  If it’s your dog and the price is reasonable, just pay it and get out. Don’t go alone; take your husband, boyfriend or “brother”, unless he’s an idiot. Morons will screw up everything, so leave them home. Leave the kids home, too.  Consider putting a Dog Wanted ad in local papers for your general type of dog. Don’t be too specific. Use an alternate phone number from what you used in the lost flyers and ads. If you get a bite, meet in a public place. His place: you get shot for your money. Your place: they come back and steal the dog again. 

 

A reward may push someone who knows something over the edge into calling.  Who cares if they’re lowlifes if they bring your dog home? 

 

The law doesn’t give a rat’s patootie about your dog. But if someone contacts you with a high ransom demand, that’s extortion, which is a crime. Agree to pay, arrange to meet in a public place, then call the police.  If they’re not busy, if they like dogs, if they’re in a good mood, they may help.

 

Flyers - Plaster the area and do it right away.  Have them printed with WATERPROOF ink. Don’t give a lot of details in small print then post them where traffic is flying by at 50 mph. Flyers in those places should be simple with large print: “Lost Lab, black, (123) 346-6789”. Where people will be on foot, you can give more details and a photo: “Lost black Lab, neutered male, 2 yrs old, white on back toes, Gresham area. Call any time, day or night: (all your phone numbers)”.

 

Putting flyers in mail boxes is illegal, and will be destroyed by the mail carrier.  But you CAN fold them and tuck them between the mailbox flag and the box. Fold them so the LOST DOG is facing outward. If you see your mail carrier, give a flyer to him/her.

 

Kids live “closer to the ground” than adults, and probably know every dog in the neighborhood. Point out that there is a reward.  If they’re bored, they may cruise around on their bikes and look in people’s yards. You can’t buy that kind of coverage.

 

Mail flyers to all the vets in the area, and as far as you can. If your dog is one that gets grooming, like a poodle or schnauzer, etc, mail them to all the groomers in the area, and all the doggy daycare places. 

 

Keep track of where your pet may have been seen, and when. Mark them on a local map for searches and posting flyers. Leave some food in the area, and some old sweaty t-shirts with your scent on them to help keep the dog in the area. If you have another dog, take it there to pee. If possible, go there and park the car, wait and watch. One woman went to sleep in her car with the window open, and woke up to find her dog in the car.

 

Shelters - Don’t just fill out a form at the local Animal Shelter. Most places have a 3- or 5-day limit, so GO THERE at least every other day. And don’t depend on phone calls. Some people who work at shelters are dumber than roadkill, and wouldn’t know a Sheltie if they fell over it, much less a Malinois. But they aren’t going to admit that they don’t know, they just say, “No, we don’t have any of those in here right now”, and your dog has a “KILL TODAY” sign on his cage.

 

Ask at the shelter if they keep notebooks of pets that are being held by finders. Some people don’t want any animal destroyed, so they will care for it at home. If the shelter has a notebook, check the Founds, add your own Lost page.

 

Watch out for scammers who don’t have your pet but just want your money. Petfinders Alert is one of these. They see your ad and call, offering to call/fax people in your area, but they just take your money.  There are other people who say they found your dog in another state, he was hit by a car, and they need $1000 to pay the vet bill and ship the dog home. THIS is where your withheld info comes in handy.

 

Your kids – Kids only have one job: taking flyers to school to post and pass out.  Unless your kids are teenagers with a functioning brain, don’t let your kids take phone calls about the lost pet. Keep in mind that the person calling may not really HAVE your pet. Make sure your kids understand the situation and what they can and cannot do. If your toddlers are in the habit of grabbing the phone, you’re S.O.L.

 

Contact your breed rescue (state and national), and the clubs.

 

Put ads in the local newspapers.
